Mock reading 1 
You are going to read an article about people falling in love on  trains or at stations. Choose from the list A-I  the sentence  which best summarises each part (1-7) of the article. There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.  There is an example at the beginning (0). 

A  The romance was not ended by a problem early in the relationship.

B  This man had a good reason for contacting the girl he had met.

C Taking a job overseas failed to end this relationship.

D  A man feeling very tired got on a crowded train.

E  A woman left her purse on the seat when she got off the train.

F  This couple often travelled on the same train before they went out together.

G  This man was not in a mood for talking to other people on the train.

H  This couple met briefly when the man was changing trains at the station.

I  One would not normally expect people to fall in love on trains or at stations. 
RAILWAY ROMANCES

(0) __ I __

Noel Coward  wrote a famous play in the 1950s called Brief Encounter. It tells of a couple who fell in love when they kept meeting in the waiting room of a railway station during wartime. For many people, a railway station or train must seem the most unromantic of places and yet there are plenty of examples of people meeting by chance on trains or at stations and falling in love. 

(1) ____ 

John was one such person who met his future wife as a result of falling asleep on a train. It was just before Christmas some years ago when John was travelling on a very early morning train back home to Liverpool to spend Christmas  with his family. He had been ou  to a party the night before and was feeling very sleepy. The trai  was quite full but he managed to find an empty seat. 

(2) ____ 

"Liz, who is now my wife," says John, 'jumped on the train just as it was pulling out of the station. She asked if the seat next to me was free and sat down. Normally I try to strike up a conversation with people on a train, but on this occasion I felt so tired that I just fell asleep. Some time later I woke up and realised, to my embarrassment, that I had been lying against her. 

(3) ____ 

"l felt that I could not ignore the woman now and began to chat. I discovered that, although she was going to Chester, she lived quite close to me and she gave me her phone number. After she had got off I found a purse on her seat. In the end it turned out that it did not belong to her but it gave me the perfect excuse for phoning her. You can guess the rest. We were married a few years later and now have got two little girls”'

(4) ____ 

Another person to find romance on the train was Ron, a keen football fan. Twenty years ago he was travelling to work every day on a train from Basingstoke to Southampton. He usually found himself sitting opposite a young woman called Mary. They would often talk to each other and then, after about five or six months, they decided to go out together one evening. Ron was to decide where to go but Mary told him to keep the destination a secret - they went to see a football match. 

(5) ____ 

"Mary had never been to a football match in her life," says Ron, "but our relationship took off from there. The problem came when I was offered a full-time job - as a football reporter - in Perth, Australia. Fortunately, Mary followed me, we got married and have been together now for over 21 years'.

(6) ____ 

A final example of a couple being brought together by the railways is Jimmy and Peggy. Jimmy was in the army during  the Second World War and would sometimes have to wait for a connecting train at the station in Newcastle where Peggy lived.  If he could let Peggy know that he would be on the station, she would come and meet him there and they would be able to spend a little time together. 

(7) ____ 

"Our romance nearly finished very early," says Jimmy. "On one of the first occasions we met, we walked out of the station and lost track of time. When we got back, the last train had gone and I had to take Peggy home. It was very late when we got there and her father was so angry that it seemed our friendship would be finished before it had really begun. Fortunately, Peggy managed to convince her father that I was not so bad and we went on to have many happy years together'.
