Mock Reading 4
All Talking With a Single Voice
You are going to read an article about the subject of language. Choose from the list A-H the sentence which best summarises each part (1-6) of the article. There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use. There is an example at the beginning (0).
0 – E
More than anything else, language influences the way we see the people around us. Try to remember the last time you heard French spoken. Perhaps you passed a group, of tourists in the street, or you sat-next to some French people on the bus. Even though you didn't know them, you probably instantly formed an opinion about their personalities based on your view of the French language. Likewise, the time you overheard snatches of Russian or perhaps Japanese as you walked through the city, you unconsciously labelled the Russians and the Japanese with cultural stereotypes.

1_____
But it is very likely that your stereo​types wouldn't have fitted the individ​uals you ---encountered so briefly. Indeed, the tourists speaking French might have been" Belgians or Canadians; those speaking .Russian could have been Lithuanians; and the ones speaking Japanese might have been doing so for the benefit of a distant relative from Tokyo.

2______

Nevertheless, according to linguists our language does say a great deal about us. The existence of certain words, phrases and grammatic structures in a particular language influences the way speakers of the language perceive the world and so influences their entire outlook on life. Each language has its own personality, or "speech-feeling", which limits its speakers to a certain way of thinking. According to this linguistic school of thought, it is not genes or culture, but "speech-feeling" that sets the French apart from the Finns and the Russians from the Romanians.

3______
But is "speech-feeling" a good thing? Would the world be better off if we all spoke the same language? In the view of our Western Judaeo-Christian heritage, the answer is yes. Just remember the Biblical story of the Tower of Babel, which says that God -forced people to speak many .lan​guages in order to reduce their power. During centuries of colonial​ism, European missionaires and administrators, forced Third World people into giving up their own lan​guages. In countries such as India, where many languages are spoken, such "simplification" is seen as a form of progress.
4______

As a result of such policies, languages were dying. Of the world's 6,000 or so tongues, half will disappear, during the next century. More pessimistic estimates state that only about 200 languages, those protected as official languages or spoken by more than a million people, will survive until the year 2,100 A.D. There are hundreds of languages which are spoken by fewer than 1,000 people and these will be the first to go.
5______

History shows that having fewer lan​guages doesn't necessarily mean more cooperation or fewer wars. Some of the worst bloodshed has occurred between nations with shared or similar languages. What history doesn't show is how such an incredible variety of languages came about. Most linguists speculate that as people moved to new areas of the world, their language changed as they adjusted to their "new" environ​ment. Indeed, the expressions used for natural phenomena and the environment offer the most striking differences between languages.

6_______

The real question is whether, as lan​guages become fewer and more similar, our understanding of other cultures will become deeper. Will we be able to understand other people, and ourselves, better as our own lan​guage begins to take on words and phrases from other types of "speech-feeling"? We will probably never know the answer. All we know is that "our language allows us to form our own world views, and that is a gift which all humans share.
A  Is it really safe to judge people from the language they speak? 

B  Differences between languages are decided by our environment.

C  Having fewer languages has always seemed to be a good thing in western culture.

D  All modern languages have their roots in a single, ancient tongue.

E  Language is one of the ways we judge other people.

F  We do not know what the coming changes in languages-will bring.

G  Our language prompts us to interpret our environment and behave in particular ways.

H  Languages are disappearing at an alarming rate.
