WISH SENTENCES

WISH FOLLOWED BY THE PAST FORMS

Time
Reference

Situation

Example

Meaning

PRESENT
WISH

I am not a mov-
ie star.

He works too

much.

The sun is not
shining.

I can’t sing.

e I wish [ were (was) a mov-
ie star.

Kax oxcans, umo s He KuHo-

36e30a. | Kax 6vi mMHe xome-

J0Cb OblMb KUHO36€30011.

¢ He wishes he didn’t work
so hard.

Kax scanw, ymo o max MHO-

2o pabomaem. | Kax 6v1 emy

xomenoco pabomamev  no-

MeHbULe.

e I wish the sun was shin-
ing.

Kaxk acane, umo He ceemum

connye. | Kax 6v1 mHe xo-

menocs, uUMobwvl CEemiLio

contHye.

e [ wish I could sing.

Kax ocane, umo s He ymeio

nems. | Kax 6v1 5 xomen

yMmemv nemtb.

Expresses regret
about a present
situation.

Time
Reference

Situation

Example

Meaning

PAST
WISH

He has lost the
money.

e He wishes he hadn’t lost
the money.

On cooxcaneem, 4mo nomepsii

oeHveu.

Expresses regret
about a past sit-
uation.




She didn’t have
a rest.

o She wishes she had had a
rest.
Ona coxcaneem, 4mo He om-

wouldn’t cry.
Ha nepecmans sice mul nia-
Kamby!

doxHyna.
FUTURE Most likely, it|e I wish it would rain to-|Expresses a wish
WISH won’t rain to-| night. for a change
night. Kax 6ot mue xomenocw, umo- | which will
Obl geuepom noudenr doxncob. | probably  not
take place.
I can’t come|e I wish I could come with|You wish that
with you, and I| you. someone was
regret it. Kax 661 mue xomenoce no-|able to do some-
exams ¢ 6aMi. thing.
I'd like him to|e I wish he would help me. |You wish that
help me, but I|Kax 6w 2 xomen, umobn on|Someone was
don’t think he|nomoe mue. willing to do
wants to. something.
Stop crying, | I wish you would stop|Can express an-
will you? crying. / 1 wish you|noyance.

Wish is used to say that you would like things to be different from what they are.

Notes: 1. The subjunctive form I/ he/ she/ it were is possible in formal style, the form I/ he / she/ it was is acceptable

in spoken English.

2. Wish and would cannot have the same subject.
I wish she would change her lifestyle.
Kax 661 Mue xomenoce, umobsl OHA UIMEHWIA 00PA3 JCUZHLL

could

But: I wish I wewld change my lifestyle.
Kax 6b1 MHe Xomenock uaMeHuns ce0i 00paz HeuzHu.

Warning: it is not necessary to translate could and would into Russian!

3. Wished can replace wish without changing the form that follows.

I'wish | wished I didn’t have to get up early.
Karx oicans | A codicanen, wmo mue npuxooumes paHo 6cmasams.

She wishes | wished she had been promoted.
Ona coocaneem [ coxcanena, Wmo ee He ROGLICUTU 6 OONNCHOCHIIL.

Exercise 1

Paraphrase the sentences using wish.
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She was sorry that her son was impatient and forgetful.
It was a stupid idea — I'm sorry | ever mentioned it.
Bob regrets losing touch with his friends from school.
My one regret is that | never visited Taj Mahal when | was in India.
Jim’s too stingy to give money to charity, and I'm sorry about it.
Her biggest regret is that she turned down his proposal of marriage.
He was sorry to be leaving the small town where he had grown up.
He is not keeping track of what he spends his money on, and | regret it.
I’'m sorry you can't tell good from evil.
. It's a pity | have to go to work today.
. | was disappointed not to find her at home.
. He was sorry not to have been given the chance to prove his point.
. It's a pity we don’t have a leader with vision and strong principles.
. Regrettably, the search for survivors was abandoned.
. Unfortunately, you were out when we called.




Exercise 2
Express the speaker’s annoyance or disappointment using wish and would.
1. Will you stop this awful noise this instant!
2. Why doesn’t she shut up for a moment and let someone else speak!
3. He just won't do as he’s told.
4. He is always interrupting people when they’re speaking.
5. My wife keeps asking me silly questions.
6. You never apologize for your outrageous behaviour.
7. Just stop getting on my nerves!
8. Don't just look at me like that — say something!
9. You hardly ever call your parents!
10. He is always leaving the door open, and it drives me crazy.

Exercise 3
Express people’s regrets and desires using wish.

1. Sarahis in a bad mood because her father won't let her go to the party tonight. Sarah

wishes...

When Joanne gets angry she shouts a lot. Her husband wishes...

| don’t have enough experience to be considered for the job. | wish...

We’re not going on holiday this year, simply because we can’t afford it. We wish...

The owner of the car insisted on being given cash in advance. | wish...

| asked if | could buy the house from them, but they said they’d already made prior

arrangements. | wished ...

7. It seems to me that the world is getting more and more unpleasant — people just don’t respect
each other any more. | wish...

8. Before he could finish the sentence, she had already walked out of the room. He wished...

9. Richard left the course three weeks before the end of the term. His parents wished...

10. Tony didn’t check the oil and tyres before setting out on a long journey. He wishes...

11. They’re worried that they may have to sell the house. They wish...

12. The situation at the factory is getting out of hand. They wish...

13. It wasn’t a very good start to the vacation — our car broke down on the first day. We wished...

14. My son has got in trouble with the police. | wish...

15. The landlord is an extremely disagreeable man who doesn’t allow us to have visitors in our
rooms. We wish...
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Exercise 4
Add comments to these sentences using | wish. The first two are done for you.

I’'m afraid they are disappointed in their son. — | wish they weren't.
Tom has been reduced to poverty. — | wish he hadn’t.

He has got into a fix.

She never admits her mistakes.

The event was not covered in the press.

He doesn’t treat his parents with respect.

We didn’t check on him.

He became redundant.

9. She always imposes her own beliefs and moral values on other people.
10. | lost the keys and wasn’t able to get in without them.

11. My daughter fell off a swing and hurt herself.
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12.
13.
14.

15.

| was outplayed at cards and lost all my money.
Susan snaps at anyone who offers to help her.
Nancy is in an irritable mood.

Tony just sits around the house smoking all day.

Exercise 5
Answer the questions using wish. The first two are done for you.

1. Can you afford to go on vacation this year? — | wish | could.
2. Did you remember to do the shopping? — | wish | had.
3. Does the security provide enough insurance against iliness?
4. Have you seen Arnold Schwarzenegger's most recent film?
5. Do you have complete confidence in your doctor?
6. Will the United Nations send troops to the region?
7. Do your children show enough respect for you?
8. Have you completed your course of training?
9. Do you think the weather will change for the better?
10. Will he give her a nice present?
11. Are you suited to each other?
12. Were you considered for the job?
13. Is Paul capable of running the business efficiently?
14. Can you remember what you did with your car keys?
15. Is he going to run for parliament?
Exercise 6

Translate into English using wish where possible.

10.
11.

12.
13.

14.
15.

YKanb, uto Bo6 He MoxeT obecneunBaTb CEMbIO.

[a nepectaHbTe e Bbl cnoputb! Bel 06a He npaBbl, HO HX OAWH U3 Bac He rOTOB MPU3HaTb
aTo.

Kak »karnb, YTO MOEro ChiHa He NPUHANKN B XyA0XECTBEHHOE yuunmue. OH TOHKO YyBCTBYET
KpacoTy M XOPOLLO pUCYyeT.

>Kanb, 4To Halw nnaH He BCTpeTun ogobpeHus.

Kak Obl 1 xoTen, 4tobbl MHe He npuxoamnock paboTtaTtb ¢ 9 0o 5. XoTen 6kl 91 NpoBOANTL
Gonblue BpeEMEHM C CEMbEN N YAENSATb BHUMAHUE OETSM.

OH coxxanen, 4To He nocnyuwlancs coBeTta oTua v He ywen ns 6aHka. Ero nporHo3s okasancs
npaBuibHbIM — 6aHK pasopuncs.

Kak »karnb, YTO y Hac KOHYMNUCL NPOaYKTbl. Ecnn 6bl HE 3TO, Mbl MOMKN Gbl NPOAOIKNUTL
BOCXOXAEHME.

Bbl nogoepxmBaeTe CBA3b CO CBOMMM LLKOSTbHBIMKU ToBapuamn? K coxaneHuto, HeT.
[bxelk ocyllecTBuN cBoe TanHoe xenaHne? HeT, K coxaneHuio.

Kak 6bl MHE XOTenoch, YTOObI Tbl HE HaMNpaLUMBarcsa Ha HEMPUATHOCTMW.

£ Gbl xO0Tena OTBETUTbL Ha BaLLK BOMNpPOCkl bornee o6cToATenbHO (4aTh NoapobHbIE OTBETHI),
HO Hallle BpeMs UCTEKO. JleKunsa OkoHYeHa.

Crapble 6aHKHOTbI M3bsANY U3 obpalleHuns. A xaneb.

Xanb, 4To Thbl BEPULLBL BCEMY, YTO CrblWMWb. Ha TBoemM MecTe 1 6bl He Obin Takum
[OBEPUMBLIM.

Kak 66l MHe xoTenocb nobbiBaThb B [apuxke, HO, 60KOCb, 3TO HEOCYLLIECTBMMAs MeYTa.

Kak xanb, 4TO aMepukaHCKMe aBnakoMnaHum Bce eLle HaHUMatoT Naen C COMHUTENBLHON
Buorpaduen. (questionable backgrounds)



2 IT’S TIME FOLLOWED BY THE PAST FORM

It’s time (for smb) to do smth = The time has come...
It’s time (that) smb did smth = [t’s a little late ...
Ilopa ...

It’s about time / high time (that) smb did smth
Jasto nopa...

Warning: It’s time (that) I/ he / she / it was (NOT “I/ he / she/it were”)

Exercise 7
Comment on the statements using it’s time.

Model: Your room is in a terrible state. — It's about time you tidied it up.
1. The roads in Scotland are only wide enough for one car at a time.
Elliot leads a strangely unsettled life, drifting from place to place and job to job.
You are asking for trouble if you keep turning up late every evening.
It's long since we had our flat redecorated.
He has been overeating and has put on a lot of extra weight.
In the US, more than 20 percent of new teachers leave the profession in the first three years.
Money is the major reason.
7. She feels overworked and stressed out.
8. The house has fallen into decay and needs a new roof and new plumbing.
9. The service industry is running down but the government does nothing.
10. Pete has been dating Linda for five years.
11. Sam has had nothing to eat ever since morning.
12. Most of the world’s population don’t get enough to eat.
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Exercise 8
Translate into English using it's time.

1. Tebe nopa HayunTbCHA OTNNYATL OYPHOE OT XOPOLLErO.

2. He nopa nu tebe 3aHaTbCs genom? Tel 6e3genbHMYaellb CO BYEpPaLLHEro OHS.

3. B nocneaHee Bpems Mbl CANLLKOM MHOMO TpaTuM. [lopa HavaTb OTKNagbiBaTb AE€HbMN Ha
YepHbIN OEHb.

4. Hekorga npouBeTtarowme epeBHU NOKMHYTLI. [paBUTENbLCTBY Nopa NnogyMaTthb, Kak caenaTb
Xn3Hb B fepeBHe Gonee npuBrekaTenbHON.

5. Kakxanb, 4to Tbl camoHagesH! He nopa nun NoHATb, YTO Tbl HE MOXeLb 06xoanTbesa 6e3
HaLlen nomoLumn?

6. [aBHO nopa nepectatb HaBA3bIBaTb 4OYEpPU CBOU B3rnsabl n yoexaeHna. OHa B3poCchnbli
YernoBeK N B COCTOSHUWN PeLnTb, Kak e MOCTYNUTb.

7. Ero nocnywartb (he sounds), Tak OH caMblil TanaHTMMBbLIA, CaMbll YMHbIN, CaMbli
3amMevatenbHbin. OH cebda nepeoueHnBaeT. He nopa nu ckasaTb emMy, YTO Mbl O HEM gyMaemM?

8. Ha Bawem mecTe g 6bl npogan keapTupy 1 nepeexan 3a ropod. [JaBHo nopa no3aboTntbcs o
CBOEM 300pPOBbLE.



