GRAMMAR

Modal verbs: can, could, may, might
Modal phrases: to be able to

Time reference + | Affirmative . Negative
meaning
Present can=am/is/are able cannot (can't) =am /is / are not able =
ability / inability am /is / are unable
He can run fast. = He is able to | He cannot (can't) run fast. = He is not able
run fast, (moxer, ymeeT) (is unable) to run fast. (He MoXeT, He ymeeT)

Time reference + Affirmative Negative
meaning
Past could could not (couldn’t) = was / were not able
ability / inability = was / were unable

He could run fast. = He was He couldn't stop laughing. =

able to run fast. (mor, ymen, He was not able (was unable) to stop

6bin B COCTOAHUN) laughing. (He mor / He cmor / 6bin He B

COCTOAHWI)
Past ability + was / were able
successful He was finally able to set
performance of | arecord. —
an action onone | = could and did set a record
occasion (cmor, cymen)
Note:

Can and could (NOT “be able to”) are usually used with “feel’, “hear”, “see’, “smell’,

U

“taste”, “understand”, “remember”, etc.

We can hear the sounds of music. Mbl CAbIWKM (MOXKeM CNbilWaTh) 3BYKK
MY3bIKW.

He could understand everything they OH noHAn (Mor NOHATL) BCE, UTO OHU eMy

said to him. cKasanu.

When you talk about ability to do smth on one occasion and want to emphasise the
difficulty or suggest a great effort, you can use manage to.




ASKING FOR ASSISTANCE: can, could, will, would

can, could, may, might, would

Polite question

Polite answers

Can/Could /May | please use
your cell phone?

Yes, here you are.
Of course. Certainly.

I'm sorry, | need it myself.

Do you think I could possibly

Yes, of course you

I'm sorry, you can't. I'm

leave early today? can. afraid not. There's a lot of
Asking for work to do.
and giving
permission | Wouldit be all rightif1bring/  Go ahead. Certainly. | Id rather you didn't.

brought my bike inside?

I wonder if | could/ might Yes, of course. I'm afraid not.

borrow this book? Well, I'm reading it

myself, actually.
Polite question Polite answers

Asking for Can/Could / Will/ Wouldyou | Yes, of course. I'm sorry, it’s a bit cold in
Assistance please open the window forme? | I'd be glad to. here.

I’'m sorry to trouble you, but Yes, here you are. I'm afraid, | haven’t got

could you please lend me some  Certainly. any.

money?

Would you mind taking a No, of course not. I'm sorry, I'm afraid
photo of us? I can't.

Note: Can, could and may are used to ask for permission in direct questions. When
you report these questions in the past, you use could (NOT “can” or "may”).
e.g. Can/Could / May I please use your cell phone? — He asked if he could use my cell phone.

However, to talk about giving or refusing permission on a specific occasion in the
past, was / were allowed is used (NOT “could”).
e.g. He was / was not allowed to use the cell phone. (NOT “He could / could not use the

cell phone!)

can and could, may and might

1. General possibility.
Verbs used: can and could with be to talk about typical situations in the present and
in the past.



Present

Scotland can be very warm in September
B WoTtnanaum moeT 6biTh (ObIBaeT) oueHb
Tenno B ceHTAOpe.

Past

2. Specific possibility.
Verbs used: may, might or could (NOT “can”) to talk about a specific situation which the speaker sees
as possible at the moment of speaking or in the future, but he is not certain.

George could be quite unpleasant at times.
[xopa BpeMeHamu Mmor 6biTh (ObiBan) Becbma
HenpuATeH.

Present

Future

50% sure

Who knows, | may / might / could be
wrong.
(= Perhaps | am wrong)

Kak 3HaTb, MOXKeT O6bITb, A 11 oLWKMbaloCh.

They may / might / could visit Italy
again in June. (= Perhaps they will visit
Italy)

Bo3moxHO (MoXeT 6bITb), OHM ONATb
noepnyT B MiTanuto B nioHe.

He wondered if he might be too young for
the job.

OH cnpawwuBan ceba, He MOXKeT N
6bITb, UTO OH CNULLKOM MOMOA ANA 3TOM
paboTbl.

He said he might buy a new computer
soon.

OH cKa3ar, YTo, BO3MOXHO, CKOPO
KYNUT HOBbI KOMMbIOTEP.

Might and could express a weaker possibility than may. Besides, may is slightly more formal.

Compare:

They may leave tomorrow.
(= Perhaps they will)

3. Negative possibility.

Verbs used: may not and might not (NOT “cannot / could not”)

They might/could leave tomorrow.
(=l don't think they will)

Present

Future

50% sure

He may / might not have the slightest idea
about it.

MoeT 6bITb, OH He nMeeT 00 3TOM HU
Maneriliero npeacTaBeHus.

They may / might not reach agreement
tomorrow.

BoamokHoO, 3aBTpa OHW He JOCTUTHYT
cornacua.

4. Impossibility.

Verbs used: cannot or can’t (usually with the verb “to be”) (NOT “may not / might not”)

Present

959% sure

Ann cannot be here. She is in Italy now.

HeBozMmoXKHO, uTo6b1 AHHa Obina 3geck. OHa ceituac B Utanuu.

That can’t be George. George isn't so tall.

He moxeT 6biTb, UT06bI 370 661N [KOpPAXK. [PKOPAXK HE TaKOIN BbICOKMIA.

5. Emotionally coloured QUESTIONS expressing doubt, disbelief, annoyance, etc.
Verbs used: can and could

Can / could she really be over thirty?
What else can / could you possibly want?

Hey:xenu ein feicTBUTENbHO 33 TPUAUATL?
Yero, cobcTBEeHHO, Bbl eLLé xoTuTe?




Modal verbs: must, needn'’t, should, ought to
Modal phrases: to have to, to have got to, need to, had better, be to

|.@BEIGATION: must, have to / have got to
Modals Uses Examples Translation
Must 1. Obligation that comes from | I must give up smoking. LOIKEH
the speaker (I want to)
2. Public notices and Application forms must be | ponxeH, 06A3aH
documents expressing returned to the office within
commands 15 days.
(written and formal English)
3. Strong recommendation, You must see the Picasso LOJIKEH,
emphatic advice exhibition. HernpemeHHOo
HY>KHO
Have to Obligation that comes from | / have to give up smoking. [LOJTXKEH,
“outside” (My doctor wants me to) BbIHY>KIEH,
npuxoauTcA
Have got to Single actions! I've got to see a doctor. LOJKEH, HYHO
(informal English) Have you got to leave now?
I haven't got to work
tomorrow.

Notes:

A

He has to go on business trips fairly
regularly.

Do you often have to get up early on
Sundays?

I don't usually have to wait a long time
for a bus.

She had to spend a night at the airport,

didn't she?

Have to (NOT “have got to”) is usually used to talk about repeated actions,
especially with such adverbs as often, always, usually, sometimes and regularly.

EMy NOCTOAHHO NPUXOANTCA €31NTb
B KOMaHOMPOBKW.

Bam yacto npuxXoanTCA PaHO BCTaBaTb
no BOCerCEHbﬂM?

O6bIYHO MHe He npuxognuTca Aonro

»paTb aBTobYCa.

2. Had to (NOT “had got to” or “must”) is used to talk about obligation in the past.

Ei npuwnocb npoBecty Houb
B a3poropTy, He TaK nu?




Il. Mustn't versus Not have to*

Absence of necessity Prohibition Emphatic advice

You don't have to tell her. She knows You mustn't * tell her. / You can't You mustn’t get

the news already. tell her. The news may upset her. upset.
Bam He Hy»HO (HeT Henb3a coobwatb et HOBOCTb. Hy He
Heob6xoanMocT) coobLaTh el OHa e MOoXeT paccTpouTb. pacctpaunsanca!

HOBOCTb. OHa eé ye 3HaeT.

Note:

* In spoken English must not is usually avoided when you speak to or about another
adult. Can't is normally used instead.

e.g. You can't leave until | say so.

ABSI TY2needn't, don't need to, didn't need to, needn't
have (done)

PRESENT
Modals Uses Examples
Needn’t 1. The speaker expresses his personal We needn't hurry. We have plenty
opinion that something is not necessary. | of time.
2. The speaker gives permission not to do You needn't come if you are busy.
something.
Modals Uses Examples
Don’t The speaker talks about a general You don't need to have a visa to go
need to necessity. to Turkey.
He does not need to pay the
fare. — He is an old age pensioner.

Note:
E When need is a modal verb, it is never used in affirmative sentences and is most often

used in the negative and sometimes in questions.
e.g. Need | repeat it? Hy»<Ho nn / K yemy 3TO NOBTOPATL?



Didn’t need to

Needn’t have done

Something was not necessary and

usually it was not done

Someone did something which was not
necessary

| didn't need to cook any food.

I was leaving that night.

MHe He Hapgo 6bi1o (He 6bIno
Heo6Xo[MMOoCTIN) rOTOBUTL eay.
Beuepom Toro gHA A yesxan.

I needn't have cooked so much food.

My friends called and said they were not coming.
HanpacHo (3pA) A npurotoBmn CToNbKo efpl.
[py3ba NO3BOHUN MHE U CKa3anu, UTo He

npuAayT.

V. (ADVICE and RECOMMENDATION: should, ought to, had better

Modals Uses Examples / Translation
Should advice / I think you should / ought to get some sleep.
Ought to opinion A nymato, Tebe HyXHO (cnegyeT) HEMHOrO nocnarb.
Should smoking be forbidden in public places?
Cnepyer nu 3anpeTutb KypuTb B 0O EeCTBEHHbIX MecTax?
The medicine shouldn’t be used for more than 3 months.
JlekapcTBO He cnepyer NpMHMMaTh bonee TPEX MecALeB.
Modals Uses Examples / Translation
Should have | criticism They should have/ ought to have followed his advice.
(done) about some | /im cnepgoeano (Hago 6bIno) NnocnefoBaTh €ro CoBeTy.
:Z:ughtdto RastagHon You shouldn’t have/ ought not to have told her the sad news.
ave (done) Bam He cnegoBano (Bbl He fOMKHbI 6bINK) cooblaTh el
neyasibHy10 HOBOCTb.

Had better | strong You'd better hurry up, otherwise you will be late for work.
advice in a Tebe nyyiwue nocnewnTb, €CIN Thl He XoUellb ono3aaTh Ha
particular pabory.
situation

You'd better not show this letter to anybody.
Tebe nyuile HAKOMY He NOKa3blBaTb 3TO MUCLMO.

Note:
Had better suggests that if the advice / warning is not followed there might be some
unpleasant consequences. The meaning is present and future, not past.




V. BE + “to”-infinitive

Uses Example Translation
Arrangements for the = Aseminaris to be held in CemMrHap BOMKEH COCTOATLCA
future October. B OKTAOpe.

They were to get married in OHM BOMKHBI 6bINN MNOXEHNTbLCA
June. B UIOHe.
Orders and This form is to be filled in and AHKeTy HY>KHO 3aMoNHUTbL U CAaTb
instructions returned within 10 days. B TeueHue 10 aHen.
Indirect She says that such people are not OHa roBopu1T, UTO TaKUM JIIOAAM HeNb3A
commands | to be trusted. (strict prohibition) [OBEPATh.
| was to destroy the document as Al ponxeH 6bin (6bIN NPOVHCTPYKTUPOBaH)
soon as I'd read it. YHUUYTOXUTb JOKYMEHT Cpa3sy Xe nocne
npouTeHns.

Exercise 1.
T | (do) the job immediately. It didn't take up much of my time.
2.  When he was young he (run) faster than anyone else.
3. He (finally / run) the distance incredibly (HeBeposaTHO) fast and set a record.
4. | (find out) why they had left so unexpectedly.
5. She (sing) like a bird when she was a child.
6. We (finally / to persuade) our parents to let us go on the trip.
7. Every time he opened his mouth, you (hear) him say something tactless.
8. Cindy (remember) quite well that she had been promised a pay rise.
9. The main road was under repair, but we (find) an alternative route.
10. The accused man (feel) that the jury didn't really believe his story.
11. After she had a good sleep she (work out) the problem.
12. Atlast he (overcome) his fear and felt much better afterwards.

Exercise 2.




XoTa DaBapa UCMbITbIBaN eHEXHbIe 3aTPYAHEHUA, OH BCE Xe CyMeN pacnniaTuTbCA C JonraMmu.

Pomkep cymen n3sneub 60nbLIyio NONb3y U3 CBOEN CTaXKMpPOBKM (internship).

OHa ymena HalTu Hy>Hble cNnoBa U y6euTb KOro yrogHo B Yém yrogHo.

OH cymen ckonuTb HeoOXoANMYI0 CYyMMY, YTOObI OMNIATUTL PacxoAbl Ha nevyeHne (MegnunHCKMe

pacxofpbl).

MapK cmor Npou3BeCcT OUEHb XOpoOoLLee BrevyaT/IeHNe Ha Hallero AvpeKkTopa.

Al noHMman (Mor NoHATL), MoYeMy OH OTKasaJsica JaBaTb NMoKkasaHuA B cyge.

Mocne fonryvx neperoBopoB OHW CMOMN [OCTUYL COrnacua U NPeKpaTUIN BOEHHble AeACTBUA.

CaMoH mor 6bITb OUeHb TeprenvebiM ¢ 4eTbMU. YTo KacaeTcAa MeHsA, TO OHU ObICTPO BbIBOAWN

MeHSA 13 TeprneHuns.

9. Al Bupen (Mor BUAETH), UTO OH He NpunaraeT HUKaKKUX YCUnuii, yTobbl 0OCTaBaTbCA B XOpOLUEel
dopme.

10. TMo-moeMmy, 3TOT pebEHOK MOT NOMIb30BATLCA KOMMNLIOTEPOM, KOTAa eLUE He YMeN XoauTb!
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Exercise 3.
1. After looking at her notes again, she (complete) the exercise.
2. Finally, we (gain) his trust and (to keep) him on the phone long enough to trace his
call.
3. | (not to accept) the fact that my son thought only of playing football.
4. |finally (lose) 40 pounds after months of eating low-fat foods.
5. In Omaha, Nebraska, the firefighters (rescue) the boy who fell through the ice about
100 feet from the shoreline.
6. Sally returned home exhausted. She (not to sleep) that night.
7. John (speak) fluently and well: talking with him was one of the pleasures of my
life.
8. In Massachusetts Hillary met a girl in a wheelchair, who told her how much she wanted to go
to school. She knew she (not to go) because she (not to walk).
9. He (not to decide) what to do next.
10. Through the glass door of the office he (see) a man with a gun.
Exercise 4.

1. Bac He 3aTpyHUT NOCMOTPETb, HET NI CErOHA B NPOrpamMmme KOHLUepTa A»Ka30BOWN My3blKn?

2.  MoxHo A Teba nobecnokoto (interrupt) Ha MUHYTKY? Tbl MHE HE CKaKeLlb, BO CKOJbKO
3aKpblBaeTca anTeKka?

3. He 6ygeTe nu Bbl TaK LOOPbLI, YUTOObI OTBETUTb HAa HECKOJIBKO BOMPOCOB? — Boloch, UTo cenyac
He cmory. K coxaneHuio, A AONMXeH yXOAuUTb.

4. OH cnpocui, He MOXeT NI OH MHe YeM-H1Mbyab Nomoub. fl nobnarogapwn 3a npeanoXxeHune
1 BEXJIMBO OTKasascs.

5. Bam pa3zpewunnu 6ecnnatHo NonbL30BaTbCA CNOPTUBHBLIM MHBEHTapéM (equipment)? YecTHo
roBops, A He cripalnBan paspeLueHus.

6. [pocTu, ceiyac A HUKaK He MOry pa3roBapuBaTtbh. MOXHO A Tebe NO3BOHIO Beuepom?

~

Ecnu Bac He 3aTpyHUT, He Mornu 6bl Bbl €L pa3 B3rNAHYTb Ha 3T MaTepuanbi?
8. — Tbl 6bl He MOT NogepaTb MO CYMKY, MOKa A Oyay oTKpbiBaTb ABepb? — KoHeuHo.
— Cnacnbo. — He ctout (bnarogapHocTu).

Exercise 5.



Students at university do not always approve of the teaching methods. (quite critical /
sometimes)

2. Winter sports are not necessarily safe. (quite dangerous)
3. Itis not easy to achieve unity between nations. (hard / often)
4. Scientific explanations are not always clear. (confusing / often)
5. Her brother was not always polite. (quite rude / sometimes)
6. In Britain, people are not necessarily willing to tell others how much they earn. (unwilling /
often)
7. Years ago, travelling was not always fun. (very tiring / often)
8. Such operations are not necessarily painless. (rather painful)
9. Understanding other people's point of view is not always easy. (very difficult)
10. His behaviour was not always pleasant. (annoying / at times)
11. Extreme diets are not always hamless. (harmful / sometimes)
12. Such methods are not necessarily effective. (ineffective / often)
Exercise 6.
1.  — What are you going to do tonight? — | haven't yet made any plans. | stay at
home or go to the cinema.
2. — Will your headmaster help you if you get into trouble? — Who knows, he help
me, but | really don’t know for sure.
3. Whatelse you possibly say in your defence?
4. — Do you know how old she is? — I'm not sure, she be younger than she looks.
5. Depending on where they live, people either like or dislike the consequences of
global warming and climate change.
6. How you possibly deny your fault if it has been proved beyond any reasonable
doubt?
7. — How about joining us for a cup of tea tomorrow night? — That sounds great but |

10.
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not be free tomorrow.

Money is very much on his mind at the moment. | don’t know where he'll get it but he
even sell his property.

Let's not wait any longer. Bob come too late or not turn up at all.

you really believe that coming to agreement will be as easy as some people
imagine?

He was not sure at all that his interference (BmewaTtenbcteo) would make things better. He was

afraid it even make them worse.
Diana like the dress you've bought for her. But frankly speaking, | don’t think she
will. She is very choosy about her clothes.

Exercise 7.



It's hard to understand how they can / may be so cruel.

2. Without proper treatment, sufferers from tuberculosis of the lung can / might often be
contagious (3apa3Hbi) all their life.

3. Leslie returned to Washington in low spirits. Where might / could she possibly find the money
for an operation?

4. You might / can travel fifty thousand miles in America without once tasting a piece of good bread.

5. How could / might you possibly help people who have lost everything?

6. One day you can/ could become a political commentator, who knows.

7. "l study in the morning. | study before dinner. | study in bed at night until | can't / may not stay
awake any longer," my classmate said.

8. My horoscope said:“Soon you may / can feel a need to influence people and gain recognition
for your talents”

9. He thought that with a lot of luck he might / may get through to the studio to answer their
quiz questions.

10. If you may get / are able to get organic foods, and can / could afford them, then try to use
these as much as possible.

11. I'thought it might / may be useful to have your views on Ms Smith's evidence.

12. The university is closed now so Paul may not / can’t be there.

Exercise 8.

1. ltis a slow process and must not / doesn't have to be hurried.

2.  We must not / don't have to believe a word he says. | am convinced he is lying.

3. Sorry sir, you mustn't / can't park your car here. But you can park just over the road.

4. You must not / don't have to give way to despair. The situation is not hopeless.

5. Children under 5 must not / don't have to pay to go in.

6. I'msorry, no, you mustn't / can't see Bob tonight. He still doesn't feel well.

7. Youcan't/don't have to smoke on the underground.

8. When you have visitors your dog must not / doesn't have to be allowed to jump up on them.

9. She must not/ does not have to hurry; she has plenty of time at her disposal.

10. 1 haven’t got to go / mustn’t go to the embassy in person because | can get the necessary
information through the Internet.

11. 1woke up and smiled remembering that it was the half term holiday and | mustn’t / didn’t
have to go to school.

12. I wonder if | could possibly put off making a decision for a week. — No, I'm afraid you mustn't/

can't.

Exercise 9.



1. KynuAa noxanosanacb, YTo ono3gana Ha aBTobyc 1 e NPULLNOCK XAATb CeayoLW Ui Lienbii vac.

2. B nocnegHune mecAubl MHe NPULLNOCL NPUNOXUTbL MHOIO ycunuia, yutobbsl obuTbCA ycnexa (use
a phrasal verb) B yHuBepcuteTe.

3. Bbl 06A3aTeNbHO JOMKHBI NOCAYLIATh, Kak [>KMMMU UrpaeT Ha NUaHWHO. f yBepeH, Bbl
nonyuute 6onblUoe YAOBONbCTBMIE.

4, Bam He HYXHO ybexxgaTb MeHA. fl pa3gensio Baly TOUKy 3peHus o HeobxogumocTtu (need for)
cepbé3Hoil pedopmbl.

5. Kak 1ebe He cTbigHO! Pa3Be Tbl He 3Haellb, UTO HeMb3A UNTaTb YyXKMe NMCbMa 1 3arnafbiBatb
(cMOTpeTb) B uy»Kmne oKHa?

6. A 6narogapeH Bam 3a Balle NpUrnaweHne, HoO MHe NMPUAETCA OTK/IOHWTD ero.

7. — Bam Befb HMKOraa He NpUXoAnnoch 3apabaTbiBaTh Ha KU3Hb, HE TaK Nn?
— Kak TonbKo Bbl MOXKeTe Tak roBopuTb? MHe npuwinock Hauatb paboTtaTh, korga mHe 6bino 13!

8. EMy He Hy»HO Obino 6ecnokounTbCA. ¥ Hero Obina HagéxHaA MmalunHa.

9. [lokTop cKasan, uto A JONXeH NpUHUMaTb NekapcTBo. MiIHaue Mon Kallenb MOXKeT NepenTn
B MHEBMOHUIO (pneumania).

10. Henb3a ynyckaTb 3Ty BO3MOXHOCTb. 3TO LWAHC, KOTOPLIN BbinagaeT O4UH pas B XKu3HKM (a chance
of a lifetime).

11. MoXHO N1 MHe BOCMONb30BaTbCA BaWMm MobunbHbIM TenepoHomM? — Borach, UTO Henb3A.
C HUM YTO-TO He B NopsAgkKe.

12. He Hapo HapafHo ofleBaTbcA (to dress up), ecnu naéws B Nnab — MKUHCHI U yTOONKa BNOMHe
nogonayT.

Exercise 10.

Model: | did some extra shopping. — Really? You needn't have done any extra shopping. We have plenty
of food at home.

We weren't sure about the regulations and stayed in our seats during the whole flight.
He was so worried about not getting to work on time that he left home very early.

She thought she would stay there overnight, and so she took a change of clothes.

| was afraid the hotel was booked up, and so | made arrangements with a friend of mine.
| was worried about getting stuck in a traffic jam, so | left the car in the car park.

We didn't know they serve food and drinks, that's why we took packed lunch.

Lol U L

Exercise 11.

1. He Hapgo GbITE reHKem, UToObI MOHUMATBL TaKKne BeLu.

2.  Kuyemy NoBTOpATH, UTO A HUKOrAa He nonpouy ero o6 ogonxeHnn?

3. Bbl HanpacHo Xxpgéte ero 38oHKa. OH ByAeT 3aHAT BNIOTbL 40 Clefyollei Heflen U MOXKeT He
NO3BOHWNTD.

4. Bam HeT HeobxogMMOCTK NPUHUMaTh pelleHne HemeeHHO. Bbl MoXeTe coobLMTL ero
nwbomy 13 HaWnx TyponepaTopoe 3aeTpa.

5. He HyxHo 6oAaTbea. [lokTop MNapkep oYeHb ONbITHLIA XMPYPT M OH YCMeWwHo caenan yxe COTHW
Takux onepauni,

Exercise 12.



Model: Your friend is driving much faster than other cars. —
You'd better slow down. Otherwise we will / may get into an accident.
She feels lonely and uncomfortable here. —
You should try to make some friends.

Your friend is going to drink tap water. You know it’s dangerous.

Your cousin chose her college under pressure from her parents.

Your friend is driving too quickly on a wet road.

You are by the pool with a friend. He / she has not used any sun cream.

A friend of yours has a television in the room where he spends most of his time.

o i WA R e

Exercise 13.

Model: They arranged (agreed) to go swimming tomorrow. —
They are to go swimming tomorrow.
They arranged (agreed) to go swimming the following day. —»
They were to go swimming the following day.

1.  We arranged to meet with their sales manager the next week.

2. They agreed to pay off their debts within a week.

3. Haveyou arranged with her to go out tonight?

4. The doctor agreed to see Bob on Wednesday.

5. The Queen agreed to visit South Korea next summer.

6. They arranged to hold the first meeting within two weeks. (The first meeting ...)
7. Alice agreed to spend a couple of days at her friends' place.

8. Dick and Paul agreed to share their travelling expenses.

9. We have arranged to take a vacation in winter.

10. The tourists have arranged to see the Vatican first thing in the morning.






