< CONDITIONAL SENTENCES

Conditional sentences are used to talk about a possible situation and its results.
They usually consist of two parts: the if-clause and the main clause. The ifclause can come before or after the main
clause.

I. Types of Conditional Sentences

There are three types of conditional sentences: sentences of real condition (type 1) and sentences of unreal condi-
tion (types 2 and 3).

THEN

IF
Type1 wil ]
Type?
Types

Types Example Meaning

If you drop a piece of bread it|an event that may happen in the
1. will land with the buttered side | future

down.

a. If Steve were! / was here, he’d | a. imaginary situation at present
know what to do.

& b. He would tell me the news if |b. an event that is unlikely to hap-
he came. pen in the future
He would have told me the news |an event that was possible in the
3. . )
if he had come. past but did not happen

e.g. IfIwere you.../ifIwere in your place... (NOT*“was”)
Ecnu 61 1 6611 Ha meoem mecme. ..
If it were not for... / were it not for ... (NOT “was”
Ecnu 6b1 ne...

Conjunctions other than if

as / so long as
provided (that) / providing (that)
on (the) condition that

NpH YC/I0BMH, YTO
B TOM cJ/Iy4ae, ec/Ii

unless ecau (TOJIbKO) He
z Jaxe ecIH
even if
X011 OBl K
ecJim (0bI)
suppose / supposing NPeAnoJIoKuM (4T0...)

JIONYCTHM (4T0...)

Modal verbs in conditional sentences

You can use might and could in place of would in Type 2 and 3 conditional sentences.

we would go out.

If the weather were nicer | we could go out. (= we would be able to go out)
we might go out. (= perhaps we would go out)

we would have gone out.

we could have gone out. (=we would have
been able to go out)

we might have gone out. (= perhaps we would
have gone out)

If the weather had been
nicer




Exercise 1.
Paraphrase the sentences using the conjunctions in brackets.

Model: If | could live close enough to attend cultural events, | still (not move) out of London. (even if)
Even if | could live close enough to attend cultural events, | still wouldn’t move out of London.

If Brian (not finish) the work in time, what shall we do? (supposing)

If | (keep) letters it would never have occurred to me to keep his. (even if)

He says he’ll go parachuting if you (do) too. (provided (that))

You'll be quite safe if you (follow) my instructions. (as long as)

What if your plan (not work) — what will you do then? (suppose)

If we (get) support from the trade unions, we will surely win the election. (provided)

I'll lend you the money if you (pay) it back within three weeks. (on condition (that))

You don’t expect me to join the army, do you? What if | (get) killed? (suppose)

You should always wear a helmet when you're riding your bike — what if you (fall off)?
(supposing)

10. If there (be) no objections, we will begin with item three on the agenda. (provided (that))
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Exercise 2.
Paraphrase the sentences using the conjunctions in brackets.

Model: | have to call Pete tonight or he won’t come round.
Pete won’t come round unless | phone him tonight. (Unless | phone him tonight, Peter won’t come
round.)

1. Some extra money must be found or the theatre will close. The theatre ...... unless ......
2. The company will have to sell more shares, or it will go bankrupt. Unless ......

3. The doctors have to operate immediately or she’ll die. Unless......

4. Let's hurry up or we'll be late. We ...... unless ......

5. Listen to the instructions carefully or you won’t know what to do. You ...... unless ......

Model: Tokyo life will suit you only if you like crowds. Tokyo life won’t suit you unless you like
crowds.

You can get a job only if you've got experience.

She will lose weight only if she sticks to a diet.

He will be able to collect the necessary sum only if he saves every penny.

You can reproduce textbooks only if you have written permission.

She will be able to sort out this problem only if she listens to what her teachers are saying
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Exercise 3.
Open the brackets using Conditional 1 for perfectly possible situations or Conditional 2 for unlikely
suppositions.

1. 1 don’t think we’ll sell this flat. But if we (sell) the flat, how much do you think we (get)?

2. They say there're snakes here. What we (do) if we (see) one?

3. Can’t you see you’re playing with fire? If you (get) caught, you (end up) in jail.

4. It seems unlikely that they will change their plans at this stage. But if they (do), it (improve) the

situation greatly.
5. Listen! I'm serious. | (fire) you if you (not change) your attitude to work.



8.
9.

They’ll have to take a chance with that old car and pray that it doesn’t break down on the road.
If it (do) they (be) in big trouble.

Max and Rita do not think of buying a house. Buying a house (place) a big financial burden on
the young couple.

If you (continue) to cause trouble the company (be forced) to dismiss you.

What'’s the point of buying a car? If | (buy) a car | (have) one big headache.

10. I don’t think he is the President’s most likely successor. | (be) surprised if he (be) elected.
11. We can’t offer the job to someone with so little experience. It (be) too risky if we (do).
12. | know you’ve been working too hard. If you (keep on) doing that, you (break down).

Exercise 4.
Rewrite the sentences as Conditionals 2 or 3.

Model: | would write to her, but | don’'t know her address. -- | would write to her if | knew her address.
Our chairman was unwell, otherwise he would have been with us that evening. -- If our chairman
hadn’t been unwell, he would have been with us that evening.
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She must have been deeply hurt, or she wouldn’t have burst into tears.

You don’t really love me or you’d come back again.

Clark would probably have won the race but his car went out of control and crashed.

He was a man of incomparable kindness and generosity, otherwise he wouldn’t have acted the
way he did.

She wanted to make a statement about cruelty to animals, otherwise she wouldn’t have thrown
paint over the fur coats.

He would have gone to the US but he was denied a visa.

| was in the right place at the right time, or | wouldn’t have met you.

He’s a very fortunate person, or he wouldn’t have so many friends.

We were unable to get the funding, otherwise we would have never abandoned the project.

0 He would make friends easily, but he has an unpleasant manner.

Exercise 5.
Paraphrase the sentences using Conditionals 2 or 3.
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She didn’t put the milk back in the fridge and it went off.

As he found the work unsatisfying he resigned.

The reason she’s so irritable is because she’s tired.

Pat missed the last flight, and therefore had to stay the night at the airport.

The reason | walked out was because | was bored.

The car broke down and so we had to walk all the way home.

People dislike me because I'm handsome and successful.

MPs were indignant as the government had not consulted them about starting price reforms.
Sarah wasn’t at school last week, with the result that she missed an important test.

Exercise 6.
Paraphrase the sentences using Conditionals 2 and 3.

N

He was overweight because he was living on a diet of junk food.

Unable to have children of their own, Penny and Ralph are considering adopting a child.
John is writing a thesis at the moment, so he has no time to spare.

I’'m standing out against his idea because it's impracticable.
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The reason we didn’t recognize him was because he was wearing a false beard.

As they have much in common they are getting on very well.

They were criticizing the government because it failed to limit air pollution.

Elephants are dying out because they are being hunted for the ivory from their tusks.
I’'m angry because he’s dictating to me what | should do and what | shouldn’t do.
Terrified residents are complaining because aircraft are flying low over their homes.

Exercise 7.
Open the brackets using the correct form of the verb.

1. If we had known about the ozone layer, we (can, ban) aerosol sprays years ago.

2. If 1 didn’t live in a safe neighbourhood I (may, feel) less secure.

3. If I could have anything | wanted | (may, buy) a large house next to the ocean.

4. If she had racked her brains for a week she (cannot, think up) anything that would humiliate
Tom more bitterly.

5. Well, as a matter of fact, it (may, be) better if | didn’t mention his name.

6. If the bombs had exploded in another city, they (may, be seen) as a serious threat to security.
But the two that went off in Thailand on April 7th did not cause much alarm.

7. If it were possible to speak to the unborn, one never (can, explain) to them how it feels to be
alive.

8. If he had known that much about this business he (may, do) better.

9. If I had his telephone number, | (can, get) in touch with him.

10. If she hadn’t run away from him, he (may, have to bear) that burden for the rest of his life, and
with such a handicap he never (can, reach) the position he did.

Exercise 8.

Open the brackets using Conditionals 2 and 3.

1.
2.

No ok

10.
11.
12.

If someone (tell) me ten years ago that this was the future I (laugh).

It (not surprise) him if she (be) angry or (make) a scene, or if she (cry); he (can, cope) with
that; but her calmness frightened him.

| wish | could go to Italy now. The peasants (call) me “Don” and (take off) their hats if | (meet)
them. | (go) hunting through the chestnut woods. The peasants (be) honoured if | (eat) at their
houses.

He (be) dead in a week if he (see) everyone who wants to see him.

It (be) a bad world if you (not get) a good laugh now and then.

It's a chance in a thousand, and | think it (be) madness if you (not take) it.

She realized that it (be) a bitter blow to his pride if he ever (have) an inkling how little he meant
to her.

She wondered what they (think) if they really (know) how unromantic the life of a successful
actress was.

Dick was certain that Maisie (laugh) at him if he (be forced) to wear spectacles.

You mustn’t mind what other people do. If their souls (be) your souls, it (be) different.

If I (be) in your place, | probably (do) the same thing.

Rosa was pleasant and easy to live with and she adored him, but Michael knew if she (die) or
(go away) he (get along) without her. He simply (find) someone else to do the things she did
for him.



II. Mixed Conditional Sentences

If-clause | Main Clause

1 [Past action and its present consequences Type3 |Type2

2 | Present (general) fact and its past consequences | Type 2 | Type 3

1. Past action: You ate too much.
Present Consequences: You have a stomach-ache.

If you hadn’t eaten too much (type 3), you wouldn’t have a stomach-ache (type 2).

2. Present (general) fact: He is not a careful driver.
Past Consequences: He met with an accident.

If he were a careful driver (type 2), he wouldn’t have met with an accident (type 3).

Exercise 9.
Combine the sentences using mixed Conditionals.

1. | missed the supper. I'm starving.
2. She grew up in Paris. She knows it well.
3. The soup is tasteless. You didn’t put enough salt during the cooking.
4. He’s got no manners. He told a rude joke.
5. She has been studying for her doctorate for three years. She is able to offer expert advice.
6. His flat was badly damaged during the fire. He’s staying at a hotel.
7. The food has been stored for a long time. It is not safe to eat.
8. Nick has been offered two well-paid jobs. He is in a dilemma which one to choose.
9. The headteacher gave Bob a very good reference. She has a high opinion of his abilities.
10. I don’t have enough money. | telephoned many airlines to find out the cheapest price.
11. John had a heart attack last year. He can’t have a healthy and active life now.
12. Alice spent a few years in Florence. Her ltalian is very good.
13. | have been self-employed very long. | can’t imagine having to work for someone.
14. You've been shouting. The baby is awake.
II1. Reduced Conditional Clauses

But for

If it were not for ec/id Obl He

If it had not been for

e.g. Ifit were not for him I would never have become a doctor.
Eciu vt He oH, st Obl HUKOT/IA HE CTAIl BPAUOM.
Exercise 10.
Paraphrase the sentences using if it were not for, if it had not been for, but for.

1. Thanks to your carelessness these important documents were lost.
2. Our flight was delayed due to a strike of air-traffic controllers.
3. Because of the snow schools have been closed and children told to stay at home.
4. He is being criticized for his failure to complete the work.
5. Without his influence, the outcome of the conflict would have been unpredictable.
6. He’s not playing in the afternoon’s game because of his leg injury.
7. Without your advice, | wouldn’t have made the right choice.
8. I'm sure it's because of the children that she hasn’t left her husband.
9. Many young people postponed starting families because of the recession.




IV. Inversion

In a literary style, structures were I/ you/ he ! efc., had 1! you / he ! efc. can be used instead of if I/ you ! he/ efc.

were, if I/ you/ he/ etc. had.
e.g. Were you really ill, I might feel more sympathetic.

Had I known he was ill, I would never have shouted at him.

Exercise 11.
Make the sentences emphatic using inversion.

1.
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If he had considered things from my point of view, he would have understood me better.

If it had not been for the flood, the crops wouldn’t have been wiped out completely.

If she were really ill, Jack might feel more sympathetic.

If John had been caught cheating, he would have failed the course.

If | were in his place, | would also seek comfort and understanding.

If I had known | was developing diabetes, | would have cut down on sugar.

If it were not for the safety belt, his injuries might have been more serious.

If it had not been for that timely intervention, the terrorist operation would have claimed over
300 lives.

If they were not deeply religious, human bombs would not be willing to die in the cause of
Allah.

10.If | had been in Cindy’s position, | would never have left the child unattended in the

playground.

Exercise 12.
Translate into English using Conditionals 2 and 3.

Al

8.
9.

Ecnn 6bl Hawm notpebutenbckne ToBapbl Obinn Gonee BbICOKOro KadecTBa, OHU Obl ObINK
KOHKYPEHTOCMNOCOGHbI.

£ Gbl MOT COXpaHsTb CNOKONCTBUE, ecnin Bbl cnTyaumst He TpeboBana NPUHATUSA CPOYHbBIX Mep.
Bbino 6l 6eCTAaKTHO C €ro CTOPOHbI 3aTPOHYTL 3TOT BOMPOC.

A 6bl nocnyLwancs ee coBeTta, ecnv Obl HE cYMTar, YTO OHa yTpaTuna YyBCTBO pearnbHOCTH.
IbxoH Obin Obl MocnegHMM rMynuoM, ecnv Obl He BKaabiBan OeHbIM B 0Opa3oBaHME CBOUX
neTten.

Ecnu 6bl OH He Gbin 3a4ncneH B yHMBepcuTeT, eMy 6bl He yaanock usbexartb npusbiea ( to be
drafted) B apmuto.

Monuuus He Gbina Obl BCTPEBOXeHa, ecnv Obl B oOpalleHUn He ObiNo HECKONbKO ThiCAY
danbwmBbiX GaHKHOT.

Ecnu 6b1 9 Obin Ha Bawem mecTe, A 6bl cokpaTun (to cut down on) noTpebneHne caxapa.
OKOHOMUMYECKNE CaHKLMK He Obinn Obl BBeOEHbI, ecnv Obl CTpaHa He HapyLuuna corfalleHme.

10. Ha Bawem mecTe g 6bl He 3aBuaoBar nUx ycnexy.

Exercise 13.
Translate into English using Conditionals 2 and 3.

OnaHa He 3nonamatHa. Ha TBoem mecTe A 6bl He Gecnokouncs.

Ecnn 6bl oH npueen Oonee ybeauTenbHble aprymeHTbl, emy 6bl yaanocb goka3aTb CBOIO
npaBoTy.

OH He cTan 6bl GannoTMpoBaTbCA Ha MOCT Npe3ngeHTa, ecnu Obl He cunTan, YTo MOXET
NPMHECTU Nonb3y rocyaapcTay.

Ecnn 6bl He Gbi BBeAEH 3anpeT Ha NpoAaky CMOHOBOW KOCTM, CIIOHbI OblfiM Obl MOMHOCTLIO
nctpebneHsol.



5. Ecnu 6bl xu13Hb 6bina MmeHee HanpsxeHHou (stressful), noam 6bl xunu gonbLue.
6. bBbino Gkl ierko NocTaBuTb AnarHos, ecriv obl 60Me3Hb NpoTekana obbiYHBIM 06pa3om.
7. C HuMM 6bino 6bl ropasgo npusiTHee obuiaTbesl, ecnn Gbl OH HE CTPeMUIcs HaBA3aTb BCEM
CBOW B3rNsiabl.
8. Twupax rasetbl He ynan 6bl, ecnu Obl LieHa Ha Hee He Obina noBbiWweHa Ha 45 NeHcoB.
Exercise 14.

Translate into English using reduced conditional clauses.

1. Ecnu 6bl He KHnura pekopgos NmHHeca (The Guinness Book of Records), mMbl Obl He y3Hanu o
MHOTMMX HEOOBIYHbIX NTIOASAX U UX AOCTUXKEHUSAX.

2. Ecnn 6bl He ycunusa npesugeHTa Kaptepa, konuvectBo 6e3paboTHbIX HE COKpaTuiioch Obl
6onee, 4yeM Ha munnuoH B 1977 roay.

3. Ecnn ©bl He YoTeprentckuin ckaHgan, npe3umaeHTy HUuKCoHy He npuwnock Obl yWTuM B
OTCTaBKYy.

4. [MpaBnTenbCTBO He BBenO Obl 3anpeT Ha UMMNOPT ANEKTPOTOBAPOB, ecnv Obl He XenaHwe
noaaepkatb CBOEro NpounsBoauTens.

5. Ecnu 6bl He ynopHbI Tpy4 u 6onblune ycunus, oHn Obl He JOCTMInK Bcero 3agymanHoro (all
they set out to do).

6. Ecnu Obl He xopolwlee 4yBCTBO lOMOpa W NPUPOAHBLIA ONTUMWU3M, OH Obl cuuTan cBoe
nonoeHne 6e3HagexHbIM.

7. Ecnn 6bl He oTcyTCcTBME oOnbiTa paboTbl, BbINYCKHUKMA KONNemXenh He wucnbiTbiBanu Obl
TPYAHOCTEN C TPYAOYCTPONCTBOM.

8. Ecnu 6bl He HegocTaToK NpodeccuoHanbHon NoaroToBkM, CTMBEHCOH MOr Bbl NpeTeHaoBaTb
(aspire t0) Ha pyKoBOASALLYIO OOITKHOCTb.

9. Ecnu 6bl He Nogaepxka pogHbIX 1 Apy3en, oHa Obl He cymena 3aBepLlnTb obpasoBaHme.

Exercise 15.

Translate into English using inversion.

Mpenynpeamn oHu MeHs 3apaHee, s 6bl NPUHAN Mepbl NPEOCTOPOXHOCTHU.

Byab oHa Ha Bawwem mecTe, oHa 6bl C pagoCTbio NPUHSANa NpurnaweHne noceTutb JIOHAOH un
NMPOBECTN HECKOSNBLKO AHEN B SanHbypre.

3Han OH 3apaHee, YTO MOTEPSIET BbICOKOOMMa4MBaemMyto paboTy, oH Gbl OTNOXWUN OEHbIN Ha
YepHbIN OEHb.

Monyumn A Takoe NpeanoxeHve B ABaguaTuneTHeM Bo3pacTe, S 6bl HeNPeMEHHO cornacuncs.
Byab oHa MeHee 4yBCTBUTENBHOW, OHa Obl caepxarnach U He pacnnakanacs.



