For-phrases with the Infinitive

‘ for + someone / something + to-infinitive |

The noun or pronoun used after “for” shows who is supposed to perform the action expressed by the infinitive.

Subject
(After the introductory “it”)
It was very difficult for me to believe this.
Object
(After the adjectives anxious, eager, impatient; the verbs wait, long, arrange)
He was anxious | eager for her to meet his new friends.
By Friday afternoon, I'm usually impatient for the weekend to begin.
Everyone was waiting for someone else to speak.
She is longing for her husband fo stop commuting every day.
I've arranged (with my firm) for a taxi to pick us up at 10 o clock.
Predicative
That is for me to decide, isn’t it?
Our plan was for one of us to travel by train with all the bags.
It’s not for the pupil to tell the teacher what to do.

Attribute

It was a mistake for me to come here.

It is an easy plan for us to fulfil
Adverbial modifier of purpose

He stepped aside for us to pass.
Adverbial modifier of result

It is too far for you to go there alone.
This article is easy enough for you to translate.

Exercise 1. Change the sentences so as to use infinitive for-phrases.

1. Peter lifted his small son onto his shoulders so that he could see the parade.

2. Some people think it is wrong to leave young children at home alone. (use the Passive

Infinitive)
3. There have been repeated requests in order that the United Nations should send
peace-keeping forces to the area.
4. It's wrong that scientists use mice for experiments.
5. llocked the door and took the phone off the hook so that no one could disturb me.
6. |had to wait for an hour at the airport before my suitcase came round on the conveyor belt.
7. The Knights of the Round Table sat at a round table so that none of them would appear to

have a higher rank than the others.
8. I'menclosing a list of my proposals so that you can consider them before our next meeting.

9. “To catch the post” means to post letters, etc. in time so that they can be collected that day.

10. It is essential that we maintain high standards.

Exercise 2. Change the sentences so as to use infinitive for-phrases.

1. My sister has promised to call me. I'm waiting.

2. They should have every possible advantage. She is anxious.

3. The problem is easy. You can solve it alone.

4. Youcan go and see everything with your own eyes. That would be the best thing.

5. Youdon’t have to do it yourself. There is no need.

6. Crime, poverty and other problems must be dealt with. The world community is anxious.
7. lwanted to have a snack. He bought a sandwich.

8. Some changes have to be made. The students are impatient...

9. The doctor is to see Paul next Tuesday. I've arranged...

10. Her son is going to have swimming lessons. She has arranged...



Exercise 3. Translate into English using infinitive for-phrases.

A xay, korga Tbl 3aKOHYULLb FTOBOPUTL MO TENedOoHY.

Mapu o4eHb Xo4eT, YTOObI [KeK mpeacTaBuii ee CBOeMy Opyry.

Batcu c HeTepneHnem XAaeT, KOrga ee [eTu HakoHel, npueayT OOMOM Ha KaHMKYIbl.
[aHHM poroBopwuncs, YToObl ero cbiH Gparn ypoku pasroBOpHOro ¢paHLy3CcKoro.
Bypet nydwe, ecnu Tbl NepecTaHellb BUHUTL cebs.
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Infinitive Constructions

1. Complex Object

| verb + noun / pronoun + (fo)-infinitive |

& You can use this verb pattern after some common verbs: want, wish, expect, (would) like, (would) love, (would) pre-
fer, (would) hate. Y ou use Infinitive with “to” after these verbs.
e.g. 1'd like you to take up English.

He didn’t want his son fo study abroad.

Did you expect this to happen?

Exercise 4. Complete the sentences using the information given.

1. Their son doesn’t show enough respect for his parents. The parents want ...

2. Youdon't treat me as a grown up. | would prefer ...

3. Whydon't you go along with me if you have nothing better to do? I'd like ...

4. He goes to the parties without her. She doesn’'t want ...

5. They are unwilling to work every weekend without pay. You can't expect...

6. Poor Rachel! Her children are contradicting her all the time. | would hate my children ...
7. Do you think he will stay in tonight? Do you expect ...

8. I'm so sorry you can’t see me off! I'd love ..

9. No one had expected that the factory would close down. No one had expected ..

10. None of us wants to be told blunt truth. None of us wants other people...

B Some verbs of perception feel, hear, see, watch, notice can be followed either by an infinitive without “to” or present
participle (-ing form).

Present Participle (-ing form) Infinitive without fo

incomplete |I heard him talking on the phone.
action (can suggest that you watched,

heard, etc. only a part of the ac- -

tion)
complete | I heard him talking on the phone. |I saw him lock the door.
action

(can suggest that you watched, | (suggests that you watched,

heard, etc. from the start to the| heard, etc. the action from

finish the action which happened| the start to the finish)

over a period of time)
succession I saw her wash the dishes and
of actions - put them in the cupboard.

Notes: 1. The verb of perception smell is normally used with an -ing form.

2. The verbs of perception notice, observe can take an infinitive or present participle without any change of
meaning.

e.g. The teacher observed her climb | climbing over the wall.
She noticed a car stop | stopping outside the house.

3. You CANNOT use the pattern verb + noun/ pronoun + infinitive ! present participle if the verbs hear, see,
notice, feel, observe change their lexical meaning and are no longer verbs of perception. You MUST use a
that-clause.

e.g. She felt (= believed) that he no longer loved her.
1 see (= think, understand) you're going out tonight.
He noticed (= realized) that she was in a bad mood.
In all these films one observes (= notices) that directors are taking a new interest in Native American
culture.



Exercise 5. Open the brackets using the verbs in the correct form.

1.

©ONOORLON

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

He could smell something (burn) in the kitchen.

He watched his father (rise) from the chair, (lift) the dog and (place) it in the hall.
They are never in agreement. You can hear them (quarrel) again!

They noticed the blood (drip) from his wounds.

He saw them (tiptoe) from room to room, afraid to speak above a whisper.

| felt Mary (clutch) my hand.

Joanne waited until she heard the door of the bedroom (close).

Sarah watched him (lay) the table for supper.

George could hear the horse (neigh) in the stable.

| can’t bear to see people (drink) wine which is not perfect.

They saw Bob (enter) the building at 8.30.

She heard Mr Green (say) that the Amazonian rainforest is disappearing at an alarming rate.
Nobody has ever heard him (say) “thank you” in his life.

Sam saw the stranger (reach) for the bottle and (fill) the glass.

He saw the detective (leave) the house, (get) into the car and (drive) away.

Study the chart. Compare the use of different patterns after the verbs see, hear, notice, feel

Verb Noun / Pronoun + Infini- That-clause
tive / Present Participle

Fred saw her open the letter.

I can see the two men struggling for

the knife.

She saw that he was confused
(= understood, - at a compliment.
thought)

Jason heard the front door click as he

shut it behind him.

We can hear the old man snoring.

1 hear" (that) long skirts are
(= learnt, no longer in fashion.
was told, _
found out)

I noticed the burglar climb through

the window.

The boss |didn’t notice | me coming to work late.

They didn’t  notice that it was getting late.
(=didn’t real- —
ize)

She felt a tear escape and trickle

down her cheek.
Nancy |could feel a cold hand touching her
on the arm.
1 felt (= knew) that T had the ability to
B become a great writer.

The Present Simple often replaces the Past Simple or Present Perfect in expressions like “T see /I hear” used to talk
about things one has found out.

Exercise 6. Translate into English using complex object if possible.

A cnbiwan, Balla A04b CKOPO BbIXOAUT 3aMyX?

OH 3ameTun (o6paTnn BHMMaHKe), YTo Gpak No pacyeTy 4YacTto bbiBaeT ygadHee Opaka no nwobsu.
A Bugena, kak bob BcTan v ycTynun Mecto MOMnoaom XeHLLMHE.

OHa ycnbllwana, Kak My roBopuT el KakvMe-To ycrnoKkausatoLme criosa.

IbxoH xo4eT, 4TobbI ero Apy3bs NOMOrnM emy HanTn paborTy.

£ BMXKy, Bbl He BepuTe B M0O0Bb C NEPBOro B3rnsaa.

Bbl 3ameTunu, 4to oH novyBcTBOBan cebst HeyaobHO, ycnbilwae 3T cnoea?

Hukonb ycnblwana, kak MNonb xnonHyn (slam) geepobto 1 3anepcs y cebs B koMHaTe.

MHe Obl 04eHb He NoHpaBwunocb(hate), ecnu 6bl MOS XXeHa pa3roBapuBasa co MHOM TakKuM TOHOM.

. OH noyyBCTBOBar, YTO B COCEAHEN KBApTUPE YTO-TO rOpWT.

. A cnbiwan, kak Monb ckasan, 4To ero cobrparoTcs NOBLICUTL B LOIHKHOCTW.

. OHa 66l npegnouna, 4Tobbl €€ 6occ OTHOCUICA K Hel Bonee yBaXKUTENbHO.

. OHa yBugena, kak NonMLUEeNnCcK1iA NogoLLen K NoXMUIoMy My>XYMHE U MOMOTr eMy CeCTb B aBTOBYC.
. A cnblwana, Baw CbiH TONbKO YTO pa3Bescs.

. OH noyyBcTBOBanN, 4YTO €ro Apyr He cobupaeTcsa AeNUTLCA C HUM CBOMMU CEKpETaMM.



@ causative verbs followed by complex object.

The verbs listed below are called causative verbs (rnaronst no6yxaenus). They show that one person causes a se-
cond to do something for the first person. One can cause somebody to do something for him by ASKING, PERSUAD-
ING, or FORCING the person.

Verb + Infinitive without fo Equivalents
make I made him do his homework. (zacmaenams,|— force
HPUHYHCOAMY)

have 1. Jane has her son clean his room on Sundays. | tell, order, instruct
(enems, nHopyuans)

2. We had them postpone the discussion. (do-|— persuade
Humobes)

3. I won’t have you say such things in my pres- |— won't allow / let

ence. (H0360AMb, QONYCKAMb)

Verb + Infinitive with o Equivalents
1. I must get John to help me with the com-|— ask
Bet puter. (ronpoctms)
2. You’ll never get me to do scuba diving.|— persuade
(y6edume)
The verb /et is a verb of permission and suggestion.
Verb + Infinitive without fo Equivalents
1. Let him go home. (nossonumes, nycms) — allow, permit
let I'm letting you stay up late just this once.
(noseoname, paspeuians)
2. Let’s go out to dinner, shall we? —suggest / Why not... /
Let’s not argue / (Bralso) Don’t let’s argue. | How about...
(Oasaiime | Ymo ecau ...)

Notes: 1. After the verb make in the passive voice an infinitive is used with “to”.

e.g. I made him do this. But. He was made to do this.
2. The verbs let, get and have are NOT used in the passive. In passive sentences you replace these verbs with
their equivalents.
e.g. She lethim go. But: He was allowed to go.
He had them sign the contract. But: They were caused / persuaded to sign the contract.

Exercise 7. Make the following sentences passive.

1
2
3
4.
5.
6
7
8
9
1

They made me wait two hours for an appointment.

You cannot make people learn if they don’t want to.

She let us come in.

He got his son to mow the grass.

She got Mr. Green to lend her some money.

She didn'’t let the children gulp the food. She expected them to learn good table manners.
They got him to produce all the evidence he had.

They made the children stay away from the fire.

. I'had John find me a house.

0. You should make your son tell the truth.



2. Complex Subject

Al | noun/pronoun + active verb + fo-infinitive |
seem Kkadicemes (Kazanoce), NO-6UOUMOMY, P
( ) Y'|All  the infinitive

appear (fim)) noxooice .

™ forms are possible.
happen CAYYALHO; CYHWIOCE MAK, YO ...
prove (to be) OKA3b16aeNICs The Present Infinitive
turn out (to be) of the verb to be.

Notes: 1. The verbs prove and turn out are normally followed by the verb fo be. With the infinitives other than fo be,
these verbs are used with a that-clause and an introductory “it”.
e.g. Life turned out to be stranger than fiction.
But: It turned out that her husband had made a lot of debts.
2. In order to express negative ideas either the first verb or the infinitive can be made negative. The first struc-
ture is more common in an informal style.
e.g. Bob doesn’t seem to know maths.
Bob seems not to know maths.
3. You can use there with appear and seem followed by fo be or to have been.
e.g. There appeared / seemed to be some difficulty in fixing a date for the meeting.
There don’t seem to be many people in the restaurant.
There appears / seems to have been a mistake over the numbers.

Exercise 8. Paraphrase the sentences using the infinitive.

1. Apparently he has left without saying good-bye. (appear)

2. It seems that you don’'t know how to make him happy.

3. It appears that the soldiers are digging a large trench.

4. It so happened that Steve met Jane at a graduation party.

5. Ithink she can remain coolheaded in a crisis. (seem)

6. It appears that the rate of inflation has been falling gradually since the beginning of the year.
7. lthink he’s reached a turning point in his career. (seem)

8. It looked like he had been collecting diamonds for many years. (seem)

9. It so happened that the ship had sunk on the way to Portugal.

10. It turned out that his affairs were in perfect order.

Exercise 9. Open the brackets using the correct form of the infinitive.

1. The discussion appears (bring) very good results.

2. They seem (take) a long time to decide.

3. Susan turned out (be) better informed than we had expected.

4. Yesterday's meeting appears (hold) in a friendly and cordial atmosphere.

5. He doesn’t appear (want) to do anything but have a good time.

6. |keep sneezing. | seem (catch) a cold.

7. He appears (be) sincere but | don’t completely trust him.

8. When we happened (meet) again in Cairo, she said: “It must be fate.”

9. They accused her of being a witch because she seemed (have) the ability to predict the future.
10. The car doesn’t seem (suffer) great damage.

Exercise 10. Translate into English using the infinitive.

1. Tlloxoxe, oHM 3HalT AOpyr Apyra c AeTCTBa.

2. MNo-BMguMmomy, Bam BCe paBHO, YTO Apyrne AymaroT o Bac.

3. MHe goBogunock pabotatb Hag TakMMy MPOEKTaMu.

4. Okasanocb, YTO OHM BbIMYCKHMKN OOQHOTO U TOTO Xe Komnegxa.

5. Moe nepBoe BrevaTneHne okasanocb HEBEPHbIM.

6. Kaxetcs, B nocrnegHee BpeMs B Halwem ropoge Oblfio HECKOMbKO CriydaeB KBapTUPHLIX Kpax.
7. Tloxoxe, 4TO-TO HE B MOPSAKE C ABUraTerieM, MalluHa He 3aBoguTCs.

8. Kaxetcd, B MarasnmHe Obiio MHOro Hapoga, Koraa Npou3oLLén B3pbiB.

9. CtuB okaszancsi HeHagéXHbIM U GEe30TBETCTBEHHBLIM YENOBEKOM.

10. Cnyunnoch Tak, YTO OH OKasarcsi B 3aTpygHUTENBHOM MOSTOXEHUMN.



. You can use fo-infinitive after certain, sure, (un)likely to express the speaker’s attitude towards the future.

noun / pronoun + link verb + certain/ sure + to-infinitive
likely | unlikely

e.g. She is sure to come. (= extremely likely)
Ona naseprnsxa (HecoMuenno) npudem.

The team looks almost certain to win the match. (= very probable)
Becoma eepoamuo, umo komanda eviuzpaem mamd.
He is likely to call tonight. (= possibility)
Bosmoocno (no-eudumomy, modcem 6vims), OH HOZ6OHUIN CE200HA GEYEPOM.
The prices are unlikely to stop rising in the near future. (= doubtful possibility)
Manogeposmuo (6pad au), umo pocm yen NPeKPAmumcs & Gnuxcaiiiem oyoyiyem.
Notes: 1. This pattern is mostly used to talk about the future. This does not mean, however, that you cannot use it to
talk about past possibility.
e.g. He is likely to have arrived yesterday.
On, 6o3mooicHo (no-6udumoMy), npuexai e4epd.
2. You can use negative infinitive after the words certain and sure.
e.g. She is certain not to give you any present.
Haeepuska ona éam Huue2o0 He nodapum.
3. This pattern is extremely useful to make questions expressing possibility.
Affirmative Interrogative
He may be home at midnight. Is he likely to be home
He will probably be home at midnight. at midnight?

Exercise 11. Paraphrase the sentences using complex subject.

1. They may get married soon.

2. OQil prices will certainly rise following the agreement to limit production.

3. Perhaps, the children will stay with the father after the divorce.

4. There was only a doubtful possibility that the old system would survive. (use “very unlikely”)
5. After all his hard work, he will certainly pass his exams.

6. They will no doubt discuss these issues again at the next meeting.

7. It was possible that the team would win the match.

8. They will deliver the table on Friday for sure.

9. It was very likely (that) she would win the election if the opinion polls were accurate.

10. She will certainly not make a hasty decision.

Exercise 12. Translate into English using complex subject.

BeposATHO, ero oTHoLWeHWe K CnopTy U3MEHUTCS NOCNEe HECHACTHOro cny4vas.
HaBepHsika, oHa 0bpaTnTCH K HEMy 3a yTeLUeHNEM ¥ NOALEPKKON.

[Moxoxe, OHW ynagaT ccopy.

Mo-BnamMmomy, B CTapoCTM OHa He HandeT yTelleHnsi B AeTsX.

OHK HaBepHsKa yAOBNETBOPSAT Bawn TpebosaHus.

A

Exercise 13. Translate into English paying attention to the meaning of the verb kaxetcs.

He seems to know the truth. (seem = give the idea or effect of being) KaxeTtcs, oH 3HaeT npaBay.
They are likely to leave soon. (likely = probable, expected)
KaxeTcs, oHM ckopo npueayT.

KaxkeTcsl, OHM BblNM HEAOBOSbHbI.
KaxeTcsl, OH He 3aKOHYMT paboTy B CPOK.
Bbl, kaxxeTcsl, He 3HaeTe 3TOro npasuna.
KaxkeTcsl, noroga MeHsieTcs K fyyiiemy.
KaxxeTcsl, noroga M3aMeHWTCst K Nyyllemy.
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© noun / pronoun + passive verb + fo-infinitive

You can use the following common verbs in this pattern: acknowledge, allege, believe, consider, know, report, say,
suppose, think, understand, be rumoured and some others.

is acknowledged - 00IenpU3HAHHO

is alleged - FOBOPSIT, CUMTAIOT, UTO (IKOOBI)

is believed - HOJIAraloT, AyMaloT, CYUTAIOT

is considered - CYHTAIOT, MOJIAral0T; CUUTACTCS

is expected - MperioIaraeTes, OKuaaeTcs

is known - H3BECTHO

is reported - coobwaroT; coobaercs

is rumoured - XOJSIT CJIYXH, HOrOBAPHBAIOT

is said - TOBOPSIT

is supposed - oJIaraT

is thought - CUMTAIOT, MONAraloT

is understood - HPEANONATAlOT, NPEANOIAracTes, 10 UMEILIHMCS
CBEJICHUSM

e.g. He is considered to be an expert on computers.
They are thought to be hiding in the woods.
Da Vinci is said to have designed the first submarine.

Notes: The verb suppose can be used in this pattern.
e.g. Between twins there’s supposed to exist a special closeness.
However, in the great majority of cases, this verb conveys the idea of duty.
e.g. You are supposed to be in class. (You ought to be in class / It’s your duty... / You’re expected...)
You are not supposed to say things like that. I'm your mother.

Exercise 14. Paraphrase the sentences using complex subject.
It is known that
1. Field hockey was brought to the USA by an English teacher visiting Harvard in 1901.
2. Theodore Roosevelt was the first president to ride in an automobile. (August 22, 1902).
3. Fleming discovered penicillin in 1928. The discovery was made by accident.
4. Albert Einstein was offered presidency of the state of Israel in 1952. He did not accept it.
5. England conquered and colonised Wales in the 1280s.
Many people think that
1. Loch Ness monster is a large animal like a dinosaur.
2. Some jungle crocodiles can bite half an hour or more after their death.
3. The Vikings came to America before Columbus.
4. Golf was invented in China.
5. West Side Story is the best musical work of Leonard Bernstein.
People consider(-ed) that
1. The Grand Canyon is one of the most spectacular sights in the USA. (generally)
2. The Empire State Building was the tallest building in the world for many years.
3. Villages are better places to live, as they are quieter and less polluted than towns.
4. The Forth Bridge is a fine example of 19th century engineering. (1889)
5. The cheetah is the fastest mammal in the world.
It is said that
1. Tropical rainforests are the home of several million tribal people.
Rainforests are disappearing at an alarming rate.
Rainforests act as the lungs and watersheds of the world.
A hardwood tree takes about 150 years to reach maturity.
Fifty to seventy percent of all the earth’s animal, plant and bacteria species live in the tropical
rainforests.
Exercise 15. Translate into English using complex subject.
1. W3BEeCTHO, YTO UHCTUTYT Opaka NosIBUICS MHOIO BEKOB Hasap.
2. CuuTaeTtcs, YTO B HalUW AHM MOAPOCTKM ObICTpee AOCTWUraloT 3penocTy.
3. CoobuwatoT, 4To cuTyaumsa B permoHe GbICTpO yxydllaeTcs.
4. T[0oBOpAT, YTO OHa BbILMA 3aMyX Mo pacyeTy (paau OeHer).
5. V3BecTHO, YTO OHM ObiNy NpeadaHbl Apyr ApYry BCHO XKWU3Hb.
6. MHorve agymaroT, YTO UX OTHOLLUEHUS ObINM UCMOPYEHbI PEBHOCTLIO.
7
8
9.
1

aoprwDN

CoobLatoT, UTo B AaHHbIi MOMeEHT 32% nap B [onnaHgum XuByT BMecCTe BHe Opaka.
Ero cuntanu Benvyanwmm XygoXXHUKOM Bcex BpeMéd (of all time).
M3BecTHO, YTo Maprapet TaTyep HasbiBanu «kenesHon negm». 10.

0. MNywkunH cyntaeTca obLWENPU3HAHHBIM FEHNEM.



