Gerund versus Infinitive

1. Some common verbs followed by the infinitive

can / can’t afford expect prepare
agree fail pretend
appear happen promise
arrange hope refuse
attempt intend seem
claim learn (how to do smth) tend
decide manage threaten
demand need (= musi) want
deserve offer wish

Exercise 1. Open the brackets using either the gerund or the infinitive.

I's no use (try) (escape).

| just can’t approve of (kill) animals (make) fur coats.

In Edwardian England, women sometimes used (carry) fans made of ostrich plumes.
The nicest thing about Richard is that he doesn’t mind (criticise).

It is useless (try) (convince) her that she doesn’t need (lose) any weight.

Joanne is considering (move) to London because there are more job opportunities there.
Since she moved from New York, she misses (be able) (see) all her friends there.

It isn’t easy to learn (play) the piano.

9. If you delay (pay) your rent any longer, you will be evicted.

10. | appreciate your (help) my mother while | was away.

11. Whenever we met, she avoided (look) at me.

12. The BBC suggested (televise) the coronation, but the Prime Minister said no.

13. I must tell you in all honesty that there is little chance of the scheme (approve).

14. She demanded (speak) to the manager who refused (give) her a six percent pay rise.
15. | am sorry, | didn’t mean (hurt) your feelings.
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Exercise 2. Translate into English using the gerund or the infinitive.

1. CrtygeHTbl mn3 6edHbIX CeMen, KOTopble He MoryT no3sonuTb cebe nnatutb 3a 0OyyeHue B
YHMBEpCUTETE, MOTYT 06paTUTBCS C NPOCbOOW O CTUNEHAMM.

2. VimeHHO Tom npegnoxun BblbpaTb B Ka4YeCcTBE OCHOBHOIO MnpegMeTa aHImMUICKy nutepartypy, U
Tenepb npegnaran noMoYdb er HanucaTb 3Cce.

3. OH npuaHan, 4To nNpuHec wnapranky (crib) Ha ak3ameH, HO KaTeropuyeckn oTpuuan, YTo cnucbiBan.

4. Bo BpeMsi ceccuM emy yAarnocb BbINOMHWUTL BCE MUCbMEHHbBIE TECTbl, HO OH HE CMOTr cAaTb YCTHbIV
3K3aMeH.

5. £ ueHlo, 4TO Thl NbITAELWbCA MHE MOMOYb, HO MEHSI BO3MYLLAET, YTO Tbl 06paLlaeLlbCs CO MHOM Kak C
pebeHKoM.

6. Bbl He Bo3paxaeTe, ecrim 1 OTKPOK OKHO? 34eCb AQyLUHO.

7. bBecnonesHo ckpbiBaTb OT Mambl pe3yrnbTaTbl 3K3aMEHOB: OHa noTpebyeT, YToObl en Bce pacckasanu
HemeaneHHo.

8. Celyac, Korga st XvMBy B OOLLEXWUTMM, 1 HE MOTYy He AyMaTb O JOME, MHE He XBaTaeT pa3roBOPOB C
MamoWu no Beyepam, urp ¢ Mrnaglwmm 6paTtom, Nporynok ¢ Apy3bsmMu.

9. OHa HamepeBanacb Kynutb MOOWMbHbIA TenedoH, 4YToObl He obpawaTbCa K coceasam B criyvyae
HeobxoaMMOoCTH.

10. A He nobnto, Korga co MHOW Pa3roBapuBaloT HEBEXITMBO U HE BbIHOLLY, KOra Ha MeHs Kpu4ar.



2. Verbs followed by either the infinitive or the gerund
with no difference in meaning

Such verbs as begin, start, continue, like, love, hate, intend, prefer can be followed by the gerund or the infinitive
with little or no difference in meaning:
Suddenly it started raining. = Suddenly it started o rain.

3. The use of gerund after the verbs advise,
allow, encourage, permit and recommend

verb + gerund ‘ or | verb + object + infinitive
I wouldn’t advise going there. I wouldn’t advise you to go there.
He doesn’t allow smoking in He doesn’t allow anyone to smoke in his
his house. house.

Exercise 3. Open the brackets using the gerund or the infinitive.

| wouldn’t recommend (stay) at that hotel.

| wouldn’t recommend you (stay) at that hotel.

She doesn’t allow anyone (drive) her car.

They don’t allow (talk) in the examination room.

What would you advise me (do)?

| wouldn’t advise (tell) anyone what’s happened.

He’s always encouraged me (have) confidence in myself.

The teachers of this school encourage (develop) individual interests.

9. I'd recommend you (see) the film. It's very good.

10. I wouldn’t recommend (drive) through the city centre now. The traffic is terrible at this time of the day.
11. The invigilator didn’t permit anyone (leave) the classroom during the exam.
12. They don’t permit (use) dictionaries during the exam.
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Exercise 4. Translate into English.

—_

A He coBeTYyI0 XO4UTb B 3TOT JIEC OAHOMY: B HEM Nerko 3abnyanTbes.

A He coBeTylo TebGe obpawatbcs K HEMY C 3TMM BOMPOCOM CeN4Yac, OH OYeHb 3aHAT MOATOTOBKOMW K
KOHbepeHuuu.

3aKkoHbI LWTaTa 3anpeLaT (He pa3peLuaroT) KypeHue B 0OLLECTBEHHbBIX MeCTax.

OH HMKOMY He pa3peLLaeT OTKPbIBaTb OKHO B CBOEW KOMHATe, Tak kak GBoMUTCA CKBO3HSIKOB.

MecTHble BNnacTu He NOOLUPAIT Co34aHue MENKNX NpeanpuaTuii.

Mow oTeu, Bcerga Bepun B MEHsI U BOOAYLLEBNAN MEHSA Ha TO, UTOOLI BCerga nbitTatbCs ObiTh NEPBbIM.
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4. Verbs followed by either

the infinitive or the gerund

with a difference in meaning

try to do
(make an attempt / make an effort)

Many people try to keep fit.
Muoeue modu cmapaiomest nodoep-
Jcueams Gopmy.

try doing
(make an experiment to find out if a
new method works)

To keep fit he tried jogging.
On npoboean Gezame mpycyou, 4mo-
Ov1 noOdepacusams Gopmy.

regret to do
(feel sorry about having to say some-
thing negative)

I regret to inform you that ...
C codicanenuem GuiHyxcOeH c006-

| yume Bam, 4mo ...

regret doing I regret losing the-j'o.b. -
(feel sorry about something that has | Mue sicars, umo 2 nomepan padomy.
already happened)

remember to do
(the remembering occurs before the
action)

He always remembers to pay his bills.
O nuxoz0a ne 3abviéaem OnAQMUIND
cHemada.

remember doing
(the remembering occurs after the ac-
tion)

He remembers paying the bill.
On nomuum, ymo onramun cuem.

forget to do
(the result of forgetting is that the ac-
tion doesn’t take place)

I forgot to post the letter.
H 3abbin omnpasums RUCLEMO.

forget doing
(an action is forgotten after it takes
place)

I forgot posting the letter.
A 3abbin, 4mo omnpPasHUn NUCLMO.

stop to do

(stop for the purpose of accomplish-
ing a task)

stop doing

(interrupt an action in progress)

He stopped to buy a newspaper.
On ocmanosuncs, wmobvl Kynums 2a-

| zemy.

He stopped buying newspapers.
On nepecman HOKyRamb 2azembi.

mean to do
(intend to do something)

I meant to get up early.

| A cobupaica ecmams pano.

mean doing
(involve doing something)
is used with an impersonal subject on-

ly!

Getting this job would mean getting
up early.

Eciu cocnacumbscs na amy pabony,
HPUOEMCA 8CIABANb PAHO.

go on to do
(finish doing something and move to
something different)

On graduating from high school he
went on to study at Harvard.

Okonuue WKoNY, OH NPOCOIANCUT Vie-
6y 6 Lapsapae.

go on doing
(continue doing the same thing)

He went on studying medicine though
his father objected.

Ou npodomdican uzyuams Meouyuny,
HeCMOMPA HA 603PAMNCEHUA OMYA.

to be afraid to do
(not to have courage to do something) |

I am afraid to ask her this question.
A He pewaiocs 3adame el 3Mom 6o-
npoc.

to be afraid of doing
(to be afraid that what is referred to
by gerund may happen)

I am afraid of being asked this ques-
tion.

A 6orocs, umo mue 3adadym mom
sonpoc.

to be ashamed to do
(to feel ashamed because one will
have to do something)

I am ashamed to borrow money.
Mhue emuidno bpame Oenvzu 63aiiMbL.

to be ashamed of doing
(to feel ashamed because of some-
thing one has already done)

I am ashamed of borrowing money
again.

Mue cmwidno, umo s cHoéa 3aHAN
OeHball.




Exercise 5. Open the brackets using the gerund or the infinitive. Add the necessary prepositions.
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Someone stole my stereo, because | forgot (lock) the door of my car.

Jack forgot (ask) by his wife to pick her up on the way from work and drove straight home. When she
finally got home on her own she was furious.

I remember (ride) a bicycle for the first time. | kept (fall) off the bike.

Visitors to Great Britain should remember (look) right first before crossing the road.

The examiner filled in his form and without looking at me said, “I regret (inform) you that you have failed
(reach) the required standard.”

After his GCSEs, at which he didn’t do very well, Peter said he was fed up with exams and schoolwork,
but his parents were sure that later he would regret (leave) school at 16 and insisted on (he, stay) on for
two years more.

On the way back we stopped (have) lunch at a small café outside Epsom.

Moving to a foreign country means (change) your way of life.

I’'m sorry | meant (tell) you about it earlier, but couldn’t find a suitable moment.

. When we moved here we tried (make) the place look more cheerful. We tried (paint) the walls a lighter

shade, (change) the curtains, (move) the furniture. Nothing worked, it remained as gloomy as ever.

. It was already getting dark, but the boys went on (play) football.

. Let’'s go on (consider) the next item on the agenda.

. I'm ashamed (confess) that | got frightened and ran away.

. I’'m ashamed (do) such a cowardly thing, but what is done cannot be undone.
. I'm afraid (ask) my boss for a pay rise, because I'm afraid (make) him angry.

Exercise 6. Translate into English
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Buepa, yxoas 13 goma, oHa He 3abbina 3anepeTb ABepb, HO 3abblna 3aKpbITb OKHO.

A nomHIo, 4YTO yKe 3afaBarna eMy 3TOT BONPOC, HO HE MOMHIO, YTO OH MHE OTBETUII.

OH Takol 3aHyga, 4TO He NepecTaeT AaBaTb COBETLI, AAXE KOraa ero y>xe HUKTO He CIyLUaerT.

OH ocTaHoBUnNCS, YTOOLI NEpeEBECTM AyX, U NPOAOSIKUI BbICTYNNEHNE.

MonyunB cTeneHb B6akanaBpa, OH MOCTYNU B MarucTpaTypy.

Mpoctn, 9 He xoTena Tebs paccTpamBaTb, HO He MoOry Gomblue CKpbiBaTb OT TeOSA 3TO HenpuATHOE
npoucLlecTame.

MogroToBka K COPEBHOBAHWAM NOApPa3yMeBaeT ANUTENbHbIE TPEHUPOBKMY.

BHavane [naHa nbiTanacb pas3gendtb UHTepechbl cBoero myxa. OHa He pa3 conmpoBOXpara ero Ha
OXOTY, pblbanky 1 nomno, oHa gaxe cornacunacs (to try) 6paTb ypoku BEpXOBON €34pbl.

C coxaneHumeM BbIHYXXAEH COOOWMTb, YTO Balwa keBanudukaumss He COOTBETCTBYET HalUMM
TpeboBaHUAM.

A xaneto, YTO NPUHAN ero NPeANOXeHNe: BCe OKa3anocb COBCEM He Tak, Kak st oxuaarn.

MHe cTpallHO BO3BpaLLaTbCsa AOMOW OOHOM B TEMHOTE; A 60K0Ch, YTO MEHS OrpabAr.

Emy 6bIno cTbigHO NONb30BaTLCA LWNAprankon, HO Apyroro Beixoda He 6bino.

MHe CTbIAHO, 4YTO S CHOBa NpOBanuIcs Ha ak3aMeHe.

OH npogomkan cnoputbe C npenogaBaTenem, XOTS Cepbe3HbIX AOBOAOB Yy Hero He 6bino (to have no
case).



